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Although it’s not legal to hunt with a bow
in the United Kingdom, members of the Lib-
erty Wing Archery Club are still able to keep
their skills sharp and have a good time doing
it.

“We can’t hunt, but this is the next best
thing,” said TSgt. Lee Jenks, club president.
“We have 14 acres of wooded land, 66 three-
dimensional lifelike targets, a 14-target marked
field course, moving targets, a 10-to-60 yard
practice range,  a club house and a picnic area.

This club puts most in the states to shame.”
The range is off the A1065 between RAF

Lakenheath and Brandon on the opposite side
of the road as the base.

The club promotes all types of archery and
has members who shoot English Longbow,
American Flatbow, recurves and compounds.

“The range is set up for all levels of archers
and, with marked shooting distances from 10
to 80 yards, we accommodate both beginners
and expert shooters,” said Jenks. “We have
some club members
who don’t know
much about archery
at all. We work with
them and teach them
what equipment they
need and how to shoot
it. Before they know
it, they’re shooting
with their buddies and
spliting arrows.”

The club also has
several award-win-
ning shooters. Many
of them regularly com-
pete in archery con-
tests throughout the
United Kingdom, often dominating the tour-
naments. Five club members are ranked in the
top 10 in the country with two junior archers,
Richard Jenks and Ben Mercer, holding U.K.
national records.

“I love to shoot,” said TSgt. Gary Treece,
club member. “I got into it at when I was at
Moody AFB (Ga.). It’s been in my blood
ever since. It’s gotten to where archery
opportunities are something I take into con-
sideration when I’m looking for future as-
signments.”

The club has organized shoots once a
month and gets together the first Saturday of
each month to shoot on the practice range and

Liberty Archers offer something for everyone

TSgt. Lee Jenks removes his arrows
from a target.
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“shoot the bull.” And you thought fishermen
had good stories.

 “It’s a whole-family ordeal when we get
together for our meetings and shoots,” said
Jenks. “Everyone gets involved. There’s a
picnic area for lunch and many family members
take part in the shooting.”

The club also sponsors three large shoots
each year that bring in archers from through-
out the United Kingdom.

“Our next big shoot is April 13 and we
expect to have nearly
250 archers taking
part in the competi-
tion,” said Jenks.
“They come down
from Scotland, Wales,
all over the England
and set up tents at the
rod and gun club for
the weekend. Shoot-
ing begins at 10 a.m.
and wraps up just be-
fore sundown, but the
fun doesn’t stop
there. The group
meets at the rod and
gun club for trophy

presentations and an evening of fun.”
“The club gives people a chance to get

away from the hustle and bustle of the base,”
said Lance Coleman, club vice president. “You
can go out there with some friends for some
friendly competition or just get away by your-
self and ‘veg out’ or concentrate on your
shooting skills.”

Membership into the archery club is $12 a
year and members must also be members of the
rod and gun club.

People interested in joining the club should
contact Jenks at Ext. 5052, Lance Coleman at
(01842) 814062 or George Jenkins, rod and gun
club manager, at Ext. 2368.

Eddie Conde takes aim at one of the
targets on the archery club’s practice
range.

A member of the archery club ad-
justs the nocking point on his bow.


